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TOP SECRET 25 1934Z AUG 70 CITE 


(FOR MR. CROWLEY FROM DR. MCLUCAS) 

I EXTEND MY SINCERE THANKS AND A WELL DONE TO YOU 
AND YOUR STAFF FOR YOUR OUTSTANDING RESPONSE TO AN URGENT 
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY REQUIREMENT. 

THE EXTENSION OF KH-4 MISSION 1111 TO 19 DAYS, 
WITHOUT BENEFIT OF SOLAR PANELS, 


| THIS PHOTOGRAPHY IS 

BEING USED AS A BASELINE FOR DETERMINING COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE SUEZ CEASE-FIRE PROVISIONS. 

BELATEDLY, I ALSO ADD MY CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU 
ON THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL AIR 
RECOVERY OF A SATELLITE FILM CAPSULE FROM ORBIT. 
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NRO review(s) completed. TOP SECRET 
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v ~ stinS the availability of a data retrieval satellite. The 
Appro V ed For^e^e^^i2 S aA^^mmm90mm9Pblrnrainoc has 
approved continued planning but operations will not be conducted 
.. before. May 1971 . 


, . ' b> Collection by Photographic Satellites, n, A r ,„ rir . 

£* c S it!” ““ operation" o£ na.io^ 7 

baiciiiu. Kconnaissance programs. 


Thc CORONA program, which became 

J vJ . n — non ia ■i-V. a ^ .r * . . ji _ » . % 


l CORONA, 

f ^ pathfinder in "the" de t e c ti on a nd 1 o cati on 

o^eTtt v' r?A S SySte r- “ undergone many improvement* 

•- .. 1 Y d CUri ' cntl y Provides medium-resolution (seven to ten 

xeot) coverage of broad, areas , Its swath is about 140 nautical miles 

mm a TP1C l ' tW0 “" bucket "' 19 " da '/ mission covers about nine 
million square miles of area of which an average of 75-80 percent is 

cloud-ftoo. While the CORONA i. programmed primarily £ rover 
. d areas repetitively to search out new activities, about 2F-3 0 

7 ;i““ 0 l ,ta “ m " “ S<!d directed coverage ^of high-priority 

Middle'zSr “ ICB “ COmpi ““ S ' the Siiio-Soviet border, or the 


The .Agency's responsibility for the CORONA nroiect 
encompasses the entire payload: (1) development, production testiL 

struct ° f S£nS0r ' thc ro-entry vehicles and the payload ° 

structure; (2) providing the principal assistant to the USAF System 

•Program Director on payload aspects of pre-mission planning on-orbit 

soft! nS ^ P ° st ~ mission ail alysis ; and (3) providing targeting and ' 
•software support to the Satellite Operations Center (SOC). 

During FY 1970, five out of five CORONA missions 

were successfully launched and their film recovered, with a tSll "f 
89 days on orbit. Since inception, the CORONA program has provided 
unoreds of millions of square miles of cloud-free photography of the 
Communist bloc and has been the principal means of detectiL new 25X1 
installations of intelligence significance. . ° 25X1 


f 


The program plan is to continue CORONA 
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T ^r VPQ — T^TTc — ? ~r i t 1 The Coro ^ ta schedule, Specified ~ 

by i\KO, cells for five launches in FY 1971 and two in FY 1972 C 

During the last half of FY 1972 project CORONA will be closed out ^ 

and^mal disposition of residual material, and other assets will be’ 25X1 
mace to on -going projects. 


25X1 


iy>: j 


Approved For Release 2005/04/22 : CIA-RDP85B00803R0001 00080003-3 




